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The Unexpected Hero: Comprehension

Fiction story - about 205 words

Read the story. Then answer each question. Circle the best answer or write your answer on the lines.

-
ﬁ The Unexpected Hero

Everyone at Pine Ridge Elementary knew Ellis as the quietest kid in fourth grade. He rarely raised his
hand and always ate lunch with a book. Some kids called him "the Ghost" because he barely made a
sound.

On the class field trip to the nature center, a ranger led the students on a trail through the woods.
Halfway through, Tanya slipped on a muddy rock and twisted her ankle. She cried out in pain. The
ranger was at the front of the line, far ahead, and the teacher was helping someone at the back.

Everyone froze, except Ellis. He knelt beside Tanya and said calmly, "Don't move your foot. Keep it
still." He took off his backpack and placed it under her ankle to raise it. Then he told Marcus to run
ahead to get the ranger and told Priya to get the teacher. "l learned first aid in a book," he explained
softly.

When the ranger arrived, she checked Tanya's ankle and nodded. "You did exactly the right thing,"
she told Ellis.

The next day at lunch, Tanya sat down next to Ellis. "What are you reading?" she asked. Soon three

. more kids joined them. Nobody called him the Ghost anymore.

o Main idea: What is the story mostly about?
A. a quiet boy stays calm and helps an injured classmate B. a girl wins a reading contest
C. a class gets lost in the woods D. a ranger teaches first aid

e Detail: Why did some kids call Ellis "the Ghost"?
A. He disappeared at recess. B. He barely made a sound. C. He dressed in white.
D. He liked scary stories.

e Detail: What happened to Tanya?
A. She lost her backpack. B. She gotlost. C. She slipped and twisted her ankle.
D. She was stung by a bee.

o Detail: What did Ellis put under Tanya's ankle?
A.ajacket B.abook C.arock D.hisbackpack

e Inference: How did Ellis know what to do?
A. He guessed. B. The ranger told him. C. He was a doctor. D. He learned first aid from a book.

e Character: How did the other kids' feelings about Ellis change?
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ANSWER KEY

The Unexpected Hero: Comprehension (answers)

Fiction story - about 205 words

Read the story. Then answer each question. Circle the best answer or write your answer on the lines.

P
# The Unexpected Hero

Everyone at Pine Ridge Elementary knew Ellis as the quietest kid in fourth grade. He rarely raised his
hand and always ate lunch with a book. Some kids called him "the Ghost" because he barely made a
sound.

On the class field trip to the nature center, a ranger led the students on a trail through the woods.
Halfway through, Tanya slipped on a muddy rock and twisted her ankle. She cried out in pain. The
ranger was at the front of the line, far ahead, and the teacher was helping someone at the back.

Everyone froze, except Ellis. He knelt beside Tanya and said calmly, "Don't move your foot. Keep it
still." He took off his backpack and placed it under her ankle to raise it. Then he told Marcus to run
ahead to get the ranger and told Priya to get the teacher. "l learned first aid in a book," he explained
softly.

When the ranger arrived, she checked Tanya's ankle and nodded. "You did exactly the right thing,"
she told Ellis.

The next day at lunch, Tanya sat down next to Ellis. "What are you reading?" she asked. Soon three
more kids joined them. Nobody called him the Ghost anymore.

.

o Main idea: What is the story mostly about?
(A. a quiet boy stays calm and helps an injured classmate) B. a girl wins a reading contest

C. a class gets lost in the woods D. a ranger teaches first aid

a Detail: Why did some kids call Ellis "the Ghost"?
A. He disappeared at recess. (B. He barely made a sound.) C. He dressed in white.

D. He liked scary stories.

e Detail: What happened to Tanya?
A. She lost her backpack. B. She got lost. (C. She slipped and twisted her ankle.)
D. She was stung by a bee.

° Detail: What did Ellis put under Tanya's ankle?
A.ajacket B.abook C.arock (D.hisbackpack)

e Inference: How did Ellis know what to do?
A. He guessed. B. The ranger told him. C. He was a doctor. (D. He learned first aid from a book.)

Character: How did the other kids' feelings about Ellis change?
They respected him and wanted to be his friends.
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