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The Robot Contest: Reading Comprehension

Fiction story - about 205 words

Read the story. Then answer each question. Circle the best answer or write your answer on the lines.

) The Robot Contest

For weeks, Kenji and his partner Ruby had worked on their robot for the district robotics contest.
The challenge was to build a robot that could pick up three plastic cups and stack them into a pyramid
in under two minutes.

Their robot, which they named Clawdia, worked perfectly at home. But at the contest, disaster
struck. During the practice round, Clawdia's gripper snapped off. Ruby stared at the broken pieces.
"It's over," she said. "We should just go home."

Keniji looked around the gym. Other teams were busy, but a girl from another school was watching
them. "l have extra rubber bands and zip ties," she offered. "Want them?"

With twenty minutes until their turn, Kenji and Ruby got to work. They used the zip ties to reattach
the gripper and the rubber bands to help it squeeze. It wasn't pretty, but when they tested it, Clawdia
lifted a cup.

In the final round, Clawdia stacked the pyramid in one minute and forty seconds. They didn't win
first place, but the judges gave them a special award for "Best Problem Solving." Afterward, Kenji and
Ruby found the girl and thanked her. She smiled. "Next year, we'll be competing for first," she said.

\.

0 Main idea: What is the story mostly about?
A. a girl wins first place in arace B. two friends build a pyramid
C. two students fix their broken robot and keep going in a contest D. a robot runs away from school

a Detail: What was the challenge?
A. answer math questions B. draw a picture C. pick up three cups and stack them into a pyramid
D. race across the gym

e Detail: What broke during practice?
A. the wheels B. Clawdia's gripper C. the batteries D. the computer

o Character: How did Ruby feel when the gripper broke?
A. discouraged and ready to quit B. angry at Kenji C. excited D. proud

e Detail: What did the girl from another school offer?
A. extra rubber bands and zip ties B. her place inline C. anew robot D. aride home

e Inference: Why did the judges give them the "Best Problem Solving" award?
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ANSWER KEY

The Robot Contest: Reading Comprehension (answers)

Fiction story - about 205 words

Read the story. Then answer each question. Circle the best answer or write your answer on the lines.

& The Robot Contest

For weeks, Kenji and his partner Ruby had worked on their robot for the district robotics contest.
The challenge was to build a robot that could pick up three plastic cups and stack them into a pyramid
in under two minutes.

Their robot, which they named Clawdia, worked perfectly at home. But at the contest, disaster
struck. During the practice round, Clawdia's gripper snapped off. Ruby stared at the broken pieces.
"It's over," she said. "We should just go home."

Keniji looked around the gym. Other teams were busy, but a girl from another school was watching
them. "l have extra rubber bands and zip ties," she offered. "Want them?"

With twenty minutes until their turn, Kenji and Ruby got to work. They used the zip ties to reattach
the gripper and the rubber bands to help it squeeze. It wasn't pretty, but when they tested it, Clawdia
lifted a cup.

In the final round, Clawdia stacked the pyramid in one minute and forty seconds. They didn't win
first place, but the judges gave them a special award for "Best Problem Solving." Afterward, Kenji and

Ruby found the girl and thanked her. She smiled. "Next year, we'll be competing for first," she said.
.

o Main idea: What is the story mostly about?
A. a girl wins first place in arace B. two friends build a pyramid

(. two students fix their broken robot and keep going in a contest ) D. a robot runs away from school

e Detail: What was the challenge?
A. answer math questions B. draw a picture (C. pick up three cups and stack them into a pyramid)

D. race across the gym

Detail: What broke during practice?
A. the wheels (B. Clawdia's gripper) C. the batteries D. the computer

Character: How did Ruby feel when the gripper broke?
(A. discouraged and ready to quit) B. angry at Kenji C. excited D. proud

e Detail: What did the girl from another school offer?
(A. extra rubber bands and zip ties ) B. her place inline C.a new robot D. a ride home

Inference: Why did the judges give them the "Best Problem Solving" award?
They fixed their broken robot quickly with simple materials and still finished.
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