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The Garden on the Roof: Comprehension
Fiction story · about 210 words

Read the story. Then answer each question. Circle the best answer or write your answer on the lines.

🏙️ The Garden on the Roof
In the middle of the city, Zoe's apartment building was surrounded by concrete. There were no

yards, no trees, and only one sad little bush by the front door. Zoe's science class had been learning
about pollinators, and she worried that bees and butterflies had nowhere to go.

One day, while helping the building manager, Mr. Brooks, carry boxes, Zoe noticed the flat, empty
roof. "What if we planted a garden up here?" she asked. Mr. Brooks scratched his head. "It would take
a lot of work," he said. "And money for soil and pots."

Zoe made a plan. She wrote a flyer asking neighbors to donate old pots, buckets, and seeds. She
held a bake sale in the lobby to raise money for soil. To her surprise, people started showing up with
containers and offers to help. Mrs. Kim brought pepper seeds from her home country. Mr. Ali, who
used to be a farmer, showed everyone how to mix soil.

By midsummer, the roof was bursting with sunflowers, herbs, tomatoes, and wildflowers. One
afternoon, Zoe spotted a fat bumblebee buzzing between the flowers. Then a monarch butterfly floated
by. Neighbors who had never spoken before now met on the roof every evening to water plants and
share stories.

1 Main idea: What is the story mostly about?
A. a girl studies bees in a lab B. a building gets a new manager
C. a girl brings neighbors together to build a rooftop garden D. a city cuts down its trees

2 Inference: Why was Zoe worried about bees and butterflies?
A. Her class had a test. B. She was afraid of bees. C. The roof was too hot.
D. There were no plants nearby for pollinators.

3 Detail: What did Zoe do to raise money for soil?
A. asked her parents B. sold her toys C. found money on the roof D. held a bake sale

4 Detail: How did Mr. Ali help?
A. He showed everyone how to mix soil. B. He built the roof. C. He held the bake sale.
D. He gave pepper seeds.

5 Sequence: What did Zoe see after the garden grew?
A. a squirrel stealing tomatoes B. rain clouds C. a hawk D. a bumblebee and a monarch butterfly

6 Inference: How did the garden change the neighbors?

Free printable from doodlebeez.com by ABIEdu Kids. Practice online with Luna: doodlebeez.com/play/english/
Common Core RL.4.1, RL.4.2, RL.4.3
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ANSWER KEY

The Garden on the Roof: Comprehension (answers)
Fiction story · about 210 words

Read the story. Then answer each question. Circle the best answer or write your answer on the lines.

🏙️ The Garden on the Roof
In the middle of the city, Zoe's apartment building was surrounded by concrete. There were no

yards, no trees, and only one sad little bush by the front door. Zoe's science class had been learning
about pollinators, and she worried that bees and butterflies had nowhere to go.

One day, while helping the building manager, Mr. Brooks, carry boxes, Zoe noticed the flat, empty
roof. "What if we planted a garden up here?" she asked. Mr. Brooks scratched his head. "It would take
a lot of work," he said. "And money for soil and pots."

Zoe made a plan. She wrote a flyer asking neighbors to donate old pots, buckets, and seeds. She
held a bake sale in the lobby to raise money for soil. To her surprise, people started showing up with
containers and offers to help. Mrs. Kim brought pepper seeds from her home country. Mr. Ali, who
used to be a farmer, showed everyone how to mix soil.

By midsummer, the roof was bursting with sunflowers, herbs, tomatoes, and wildflowers. One
afternoon, Zoe spotted a fat bumblebee buzzing between the flowers. Then a monarch butterfly floated
by. Neighbors who had never spoken before now met on the roof every evening to water plants and
share stories.

1 Main idea: What is the story mostly about?
A. a girl studies bees in a lab B. a building gets a new manager
C. a girl brings neighbors together to build a rooftop garden D. a city cuts down its trees

2 Inference: Why was Zoe worried about bees and butterflies?
A. Her class had a test. B. She was afraid of bees. C. The roof was too hot.
D. There were no plants nearby for pollinators.

3 Detail: What did Zoe do to raise money for soil?
A. asked her parents B. sold her toys C. found money on the roof D. held a bake sale

4 Detail: How did Mr. Ali help?
A. He showed everyone how to mix soil. B. He built the roof. C. He held the bake sale.
D. He gave pepper seeds.

5 Sequence: What did Zoe see after the garden grew?
A. a squirrel stealing tomatoes B. rain clouds C. a hawk D. a bumblebee and a monarch butterfly

6 Inference: How did the garden change the neighbors?
Neighbors who never spoke before became friends and met every evening.

Free printable from doodlebeez.com by ABIEdu Kids. Practice online with Luna: doodlebeez.com/play/english/
Common Core RL.4.1, RL.4.2, RL.4.3


