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Harriet Tubman: Reading Comprehension
Nonfiction: History · about 185 words

Read the passage. Then answer each question. Circle the best answer or write your answer on the lines.

🌟 Harriet Tubman
Harriet Tubman was born into slavery in Maryland around 1822. As a child, she was forced to work

long, hard hours. She was not allowed to go to school, and she never learned to read or write. But she
was smart, strong, and brave.

In 1849, Tubman escaped. She traveled about 90 miles at night, following the North Star, until she
reached Pennsylvania, where slavery was not allowed. She said, "I had crossed the line. I was free."
But she could not stop thinking about the family and friends she had left behind.

Tubman became a conductor on the Underground Railroad. It was not a real railroad. It was a secret
network of people and safe houses that helped enslaved people escape to freedom. Over about ten
years, Tubman made around 13 dangerous trips back to Maryland. She guided about 70 people to
freedom and gave directions to many more. She later said that she "never lost a passenger."

During the Civil War, Tubman worked as a nurse, a cook, and even a spy for the Union army. She
spent the rest of her life helping others.

1 Main idea: What is this passage mostly about?
A. the history of nursing B. Harriet Tubman's brave work helping people escape slavery
C. life in Pennsylvania D. how trains were built

2 Detail: Where was Harriet Tubman born?
A. Virginia B. New York C. Maryland D. Pennsylvania

3 Detail: How did Tubman find her way north?
A. by riding a train B. by following the North Star C. by reading maps D. by asking strangers

4 Vocabulary: The Underground Railroad was...
A. a railroad company B. a road in Maryland C. a secret network that helped enslaved people escape
D. a train under the ground

5 Detail: About how many people did Tubman guide to freedom?
A. about 7 B. about 7,000 C. about 700 D. about 70

6 Inference: What did Tubman mean when she said she "never lost a passenger"?
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ANSWER KEY

Harriet Tubman: Reading Comprehension (answers)
Nonfiction: History · about 185 words

Read the passage. Then answer each question. Circle the best answer or write your answer on the lines.

🌟 Harriet Tubman
Harriet Tubman was born into slavery in Maryland around 1822. As a child, she was forced to work

long, hard hours. She was not allowed to go to school, and she never learned to read or write. But she
was smart, strong, and brave.

In 1849, Tubman escaped. She traveled about 90 miles at night, following the North Star, until she
reached Pennsylvania, where slavery was not allowed. She said, "I had crossed the line. I was free."
But she could not stop thinking about the family and friends she had left behind.

Tubman became a conductor on the Underground Railroad. It was not a real railroad. It was a secret
network of people and safe houses that helped enslaved people escape to freedom. Over about ten
years, Tubman made around 13 dangerous trips back to Maryland. She guided about 70 people to
freedom and gave directions to many more. She later said that she "never lost a passenger."

During the Civil War, Tubman worked as a nurse, a cook, and even a spy for the Union army. She
spent the rest of her life helping others.

1 Main idea: What is this passage mostly about?
A. the history of nursing B. Harriet Tubman's brave work helping people escape slavery
C. life in Pennsylvania D. how trains were built

2 Detail: Where was Harriet Tubman born?
A. Virginia B. New York C. Maryland D. Pennsylvania

3 Detail: How did Tubman find her way north?
A. by riding a train B. by following the North Star C. by reading maps D. by asking strangers

4 Vocabulary: The Underground Railroad was...
A. a railroad company B. a road in Maryland C. a secret network that helped enslaved people escape
D. a train under the ground

5 Detail: About how many people did Tubman guide to freedom?
A. about 7 B. about 7,000 C. about 700 D. about 70

6 Inference: What did Tubman mean when she said she "never lost a passenger"?
Everyone she guided made it to freedom safely.
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