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Grandmother's Recipe Box: Comprehension
Fiction story · about 195 words

Read the story. Then answer each question. Circle the best answer or write your answer on the lines.

📇 Grandmother's Recipe Box
After Grandma Lucia passed away, Ana's family found a small wooden box in her kitchen. Inside

were dozens of handwritten recipe cards, stained with years of sauce and flour. Some were in English,
and some were in Spanish.

Ana's favorite was the card for Grandma's empanadas. Every Christmas Eve, the whole family had
gathered in Grandma's tiny kitchen to fill and fold them. But the card was hard to read. Part of it was
smudged, and one ingredient was missing entirely.

Ana decided she would figure it out. On Saturday, she and her dad made a batch. They tasted them.
"Close," Dad said, "but something's missing." The next weekend, they tried adding more cumin. Still
not right. The third weekend, Ana remembered something. Grandma always used to grate a little
orange peel into the filling and wink, saying it was her secret.

They tried it. Ana took one bite and closed her eyes. It tasted exactly like Christmas Eve in
Grandma's kitchen.

That December, Ana made a new card with the complete recipe, including the orange peel. At the
bottom she wrote, "Grandma's secret, found by Ana." She made copies for every cousin.

1 Main idea: What is the story mostly about?
A. a grandmother teaches a cooking class B. a girl learns to speak Spanish C. a family opens a restaurant
D. a girl works to recreate her grandmother's recipe

2 Detail: What did the family find in Grandma's kitchen?
A. a photo album B. a cookbook C. a wooden box of recipe cards D. a letter

3 Detail: Why was the empanada card hard to read?
A. It was smudged and missing an ingredient. B. It was written in code. C. It was torn in half.
D. It was too small.

4 Sequence: What did Ana and Dad try the second weekend?
A. adding more cumin B. adding orange peel C. using a new oven D. buying empanadas

5 Detail: What was Grandma's secret ingredient?
A. cumin B. orange peel C. lemon juice D. chocolate

6 Inference: Why did Ana make copies for every cousin?

Free printable from doodlebeez.com by ABIEdu Kids. Practice online with Luna: doodlebeez.com/play/english/
Common Core RL.4.1, RL.4.2, RL.4.3
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ANSWER KEY

Grandmother's Recipe Box: Comprehension (answers)
Fiction story · about 195 words

Read the story. Then answer each question. Circle the best answer or write your answer on the lines.

📇 Grandmother's Recipe Box
After Grandma Lucia passed away, Ana's family found a small wooden box in her kitchen. Inside

were dozens of handwritten recipe cards, stained with years of sauce and flour. Some were in English,
and some were in Spanish.

Ana's favorite was the card for Grandma's empanadas. Every Christmas Eve, the whole family had
gathered in Grandma's tiny kitchen to fill and fold them. But the card was hard to read. Part of it was
smudged, and one ingredient was missing entirely.

Ana decided she would figure it out. On Saturday, she and her dad made a batch. They tasted them.
"Close," Dad said, "but something's missing." The next weekend, they tried adding more cumin. Still
not right. The third weekend, Ana remembered something. Grandma always used to grate a little
orange peel into the filling and wink, saying it was her secret.

They tried it. Ana took one bite and closed her eyes. It tasted exactly like Christmas Eve in
Grandma's kitchen.

That December, Ana made a new card with the complete recipe, including the orange peel. At the
bottom she wrote, "Grandma's secret, found by Ana." She made copies for every cousin.

1 Main idea: What is the story mostly about?
A. a grandmother teaches a cooking class B. a girl learns to speak Spanish C. a family opens a restaurant
D. a girl works to recreate her grandmother's recipe

2 Detail: What did the family find in Grandma's kitchen?
A. a photo album B. a cookbook C. a wooden box of recipe cards D. a letter

3 Detail: Why was the empanada card hard to read?
A. It was smudged and missing an ingredient. B. It was written in code. C. It was torn in half.
D. It was too small.

4 Sequence: What did Ana and Dad try the second weekend?
A. adding more cumin B. adding orange peel C. using a new oven D. buying empanadas

5 Detail: What was Grandma's secret ingredient?
A. cumin B. orange peel C. lemon juice D. chocolate

6 Inference: Why did Ana make copies for every cousin?
so the whole family could keep Grandma's recipe and tradition alive

Free printable from doodlebeez.com by ABIEdu Kids. Practice online with Luna: doodlebeez.com/play/english/
Common Core RL.4.1, RL.4.2, RL.4.3


