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Yellowstone National Park: Comprehension
Nonfiction: Places · about 145 words

Read the passage. Then answer each question. Circle the best answer or write your answer on the lines.

🦬 Yellowstone National Park
In 1872, Yellowstone became the first national park in the United States. Most of the park is in

Wyoming, and small parts reach into Montana and Idaho. It covers more than two million acres.

Yellowstone sits on top of a giant volcano. Hot melted rock deep underground heats the
water above it. This creates more than 10,000 hot springs, bubbling mud pots, and geysers. A
geyser is a hot spring that shoots water and steam into the air. The most famous geyser is Old
Faithful. It erupts many times a day, so visitors can usually see it if they wait a while.

Yellowstone is also home to many animals. Bison, elk, grizzly bears, and wolves roam the
park. Visitors must stay far away from the animals. Even though bison look calm, they can run
fast and are dangerous if people get too close.

1 Main idea: What is this passage mostly about?
A. the state of Montana B. Yellowstone National Park C. how volcanoes form
D. the life of bison

2 Detail: When did Yellowstone become a national park?
A. 1776 B. 1872 C. 1492 D. 1972

3 Detail: What heats the water in Yellowstone?
A. fires built by people B. hot melted rock deep underground C. electric heaters
D. the sun only

4 Vocabulary: A geyser is...
A. a tall mountain B. a deep lake C. a kind of bear
D. a hot spring that shoots water and steam into the air

5 Detail: Why can visitors usually see Old Faithful?
A. It never stops erupting. B. It erupts many times a day. C. It only erupts once a year.
D. It is inside a building.

6 Inference: Why must visitors stay far away from bison?
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ANSWER KEY

Yellowstone National Park: Comprehension (answers)
Nonfiction: Places · about 145 words

Read the passage. Then answer each question. Circle the best answer or write your answer on the lines.

🦬 Yellowstone National Park
In 1872, Yellowstone became the first national park in the United States. Most of the park is in

Wyoming, and small parts reach into Montana and Idaho. It covers more than two million acres.

Yellowstone sits on top of a giant volcano. Hot melted rock deep underground heats the
water above it. This creates more than 10,000 hot springs, bubbling mud pots, and geysers. A
geyser is a hot spring that shoots water and steam into the air. The most famous geyser is Old
Faithful. It erupts many times a day, so visitors can usually see it if they wait a while.

Yellowstone is also home to many animals. Bison, elk, grizzly bears, and wolves roam the
park. Visitors must stay far away from the animals. Even though bison look calm, they can run
fast and are dangerous if people get too close.

1 Main idea: What is this passage mostly about?
A. the state of Montana B. Yellowstone National Park C. how volcanoes form
D. the life of bison

2 Detail: When did Yellowstone become a national park?
A. 1776 B. 1872 C. 1492 D. 1972

3 Detail: What heats the water in Yellowstone?
A. fires built by people B. hot melted rock deep underground C. electric heaters
D. the sun only

4 Vocabulary: A geyser is...
A. a tall mountain B. a deep lake C. a kind of bear
D. a hot spring that shoots water and steam into the air

5 Detail: Why can visitors usually see Old Faithful?
A. It never stops erupting. B. It erupts many times a day.
C. It only erupts once a year. D. It is inside a building.

6 Inference: Why must visitors stay far away from bison?
Bison can run fast and are dangerous if people get too close.
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