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The Wright Brothers: Comprehension
Nonfiction: History · about 130 words

Read the passage. Then answer each question. Circle the best answer or write your answer on the lines.

✈️ The Wright Brothers
Orville and Wilbur Wright were brothers from Dayton, Ohio. As boys, they loved building

things. Their father once brought home a toy helicopter powered by a rubber band. The boys
played with it until it broke, then built their own.

As adults, the brothers opened a bicycle shop. They used the money from the shop to study
flight. They read everything they could find about birds and gliders. They built gliders and tested
them on the windy sand dunes near Kitty Hawk, North Carolina.

On December 17, 1903, Orville made the first powered airplane flight. It lasted only 12
seconds and covered 120 feet, about as long as three school buses in a row. Later that same
day, Wilbur flew 852 feet in 59 seconds. The age of airplanes had begun.

1 Main idea: What is this passage mostly about?
A. how birds fly B. how to fix a bicycle C. life in North Carolina
D. how the Wright brothers made the first powered airplane flight

2 Detail: Where were the Wright brothers from?
A. New York City B. Kitty Hawk, North Carolina C. Paris, France D. Dayton, Ohio

3 Detail: What business did the brothers open?
A. a toy store B. an airport C. a bakery D. a bicycle shop

4 Inference: Why did they test gliders near Kitty Hawk?
A. It was windy with soft sand dunes. B. They lived there. C. It was close to home.
D. It never rained there.

5 Detail: How long did the first powered flight last?
A. 59 seconds B. one day C. one hour D. 12 seconds

6 Detail: Who made the first powered flight?
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ANSWER KEY

The Wright Brothers: Comprehension (answers)
Nonfiction: History · about 130 words

Read the passage. Then answer each question. Circle the best answer or write your answer on the lines.

✈️ The Wright Brothers
Orville and Wilbur Wright were brothers from Dayton, Ohio. As boys, they loved building

things. Their father once brought home a toy helicopter powered by a rubber band. The boys
played with it until it broke, then built their own.

As adults, the brothers opened a bicycle shop. They used the money from the shop to study
flight. They read everything they could find about birds and gliders. They built gliders and tested
them on the windy sand dunes near Kitty Hawk, North Carolina.

On December 17, 1903, Orville made the first powered airplane flight. It lasted only 12
seconds and covered 120 feet, about as long as three school buses in a row. Later that same
day, Wilbur flew 852 feet in 59 seconds. The age of airplanes had begun.

1 Main idea: What is this passage mostly about?
A. how birds fly B. how to fix a bicycle C. life in North Carolina
D. how the Wright brothers made the first powered airplane flight

2 Detail: Where were the Wright brothers from?
A. New York City B. Kitty Hawk, North Carolina C. Paris, France D. Dayton, Ohio

3 Detail: What business did the brothers open?
A. a toy store B. an airport C. a bakery D. a bicycle shop

4 Inference: Why did they test gliders near Kitty Hawk?
A. It was windy with soft sand dunes. B. They lived there. C. It was close to home.
D. It never rained there.

5 Detail: How long did the first powered flight last?
A. 59 seconds B. one day C. one hour D. 12 seconds

6 Detail: Who made the first powered flight?
Orville Wright
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