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The Golden Gate Bridge: Comprehension

Nonfiction: Places - about 150 words

Read the passage. Then answer each question. Circle the best answer or write your answer on the lines.

B8 The Golden Gate Bridge

The Golden Gate Bridge stretches across a strait called the Golden Gate, where San
Francisco Bay meets the Pacific Ocean in California. Before the bridge was built, people had to
take a ferry boat to cross the water. Many people said a bridge there was impossible. The water
was deep, the currents were strong, and the area was often foggy and windy.

Engineer Joseph Strauss and his team proved them wrong. Construction began in 1933.
Workers built two tall towers and then spun thick steel cables between them. A safety net hung
under the bridge to catch workers who fell. It saved 19 lives.

The bridge opened in 1937. At that time, it was the longest suspension bridge in the world. Its
famous color is called International Orange. The color was chosen because it looks good with
the land and is easy for ships to see in the fog.

\.

Q Main idea: What is this passage mostly about?
A. how fog forms B. the building of the Golden Gate Bridge
C. ferry boats in San Francisco D. the Pacific Ocean

Q Detail: How did people cross the water before the bridge?
A. by swimming B. by ferry boat C. by airplane D. by train

e Detail: Why did people think a bridge was impossible?
A. The water was deep, the currents strong, and it was foggy and windy.
B. The bay was frozen. C. No one lived nearby. D. There was no steel.

@ Detail: What saved 19 lives?
A. a safety net under the bridge B. helmets C. arescue boat D. a helicopter

@ Detail: When did the bridge open?
A.1776 B.1937 C.1901 D.1933

@ Inference: Why was the color International Orange chosen?

Free printable from doodlebeez.com by ABIEdu Kids. Practice online with Luna: doodlebeez.com/play/english/
Common Core RI.3.1, RI.3.2
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ANSWER KEY

The Golden Gate Bridge: Comprehension (answers)

Nonfiction: Places - about 150 words

Read the passage. Then answer each question. Circle the best answer or write your answer on the lines.

B8 The Golden Gate Bridge

The Golden Gate Bridge stretches across a strait called the Golden Gate, where San
Francisco Bay meets the Pacific Ocean in California. Before the bridge was built, people had to
take a ferry boat to cross the water. Many people said a bridge there was impossible. The water
was deep, the currents were strong, and the area was often foggy and windy.

Engineer Joseph Strauss and his team proved them wrong. Construction began in 1933.
Workers built two tall towers and then spun thick steel cables between them. A safety net hung
under the bridge to catch workers who fell. It saved 19 lives.

The bridge opened in 1937. At that time, it was the longest suspension bridge in the world. Its
famous color is called International Orange. The color was chosen because it looks good with

the land and is easy for ships to see in the fog.
\

0 Main idea: What is this passage mostly about?
A. how fog forms (B. the building of the Golden Gate Bridge)
C. ferry boats in San Francisco D. the Pacific Ocean

Q Detail: How did people cross the water before the bridge?

A. by swimming (B. by ferry boat) C. by airplane D. by train

Q Detail: Why did people think a bridge was impossible?

(A. The water was deep, the currents strong, and it was foggy and windy.)

B. The bay was frozen. C. No one lived nearby. D. There was no steel.

@ Detail: What saved 19 lives?
(A. a safety net under the bridge) B. helmets C. a rescue boat D. a helicopter

@ Detail: When did the bridge open?

A.1776 (B.1937) C. 1901 D. 1933

@ Inference: Why was the color International Orange chosen?
It looks good with the land and is easy for ships to see in the fog.

Free printable from doodlebeez.com by ABIEdu Kids. Practice online with Luna: doodlebeez.com/play/english/
Common Core RI.3.1, RI.3.2



