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The Bus Driver's Birthday: Comprehension
Fiction story · about 165 words

Read the story. Then answer each question. Circle the best answer or write your answer on the lines.

🚌 The Bus Driver's Birthday
Mr. Henry had driven bus number 12 for twenty years. Every morning he greeted each kid by name.

He knew who liked to sit up front and who needed a reminder to tie their shoes. When it rained, he
waited an extra minute for kids running late.

One day, Aiden overheard the principal say that Friday was Mr. Henry's birthday. Aiden had an idea.
He whispered it to everyone on the bus, one seat at a time. The plan had to stay a secret.

On Thursday, the kids made cards in art class. On Friday morning, as Mr. Henry opened the doors at
the first stop, a dozen voices shouted, "Happy birthday, Mr. Henry!" Kids held up cards and a banner
that said "Best Bus Driver Ever." At every stop, more kids climbed on with cards. By the time they
reached school, Mr. Henry's dashboard was covered. He wiped his eyes and laughed. "Twenty years,"
he said, "and this is my best ride yet."

1 Main idea: What is the story mostly about?
A. a principal plans a party B. kids surprise their bus driver on his birthday
C. a boy learns to drive D. a bus breaks down in the rain

2 Detail: How long had Mr. Henry driven the bus?
A. twenty years B. one week C. two years D. ten years

3 Detail: What did Mr. Henry do when it rained?
A. drove faster B. stayed home C. gave out umbrellas
D. waited an extra minute for kids running late

4 Detail: How did Aiden share his plan?
A. He wrote it on the board. B. He called each kid. C. He told the principal.
D. He whispered it to everyone, one seat at a time.

5 Inference: Why did Mr. Henry wipe his eyes?
A. He was touched and happy. B. He had dust in his eyes.
C. He was sad about his age. D. He was sleepy.

6 Character: Give one reason the kids liked Mr. Henry.

Free printable from doodlebeez.com by ABIEdu Kids. Practice online with Luna: doodlebeez.com/play/english/
Common Core RL.3.1, RL.3.2, RL.3.3
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ANSWER KEY

The Bus Driver's Birthday: Comprehension (answers)
Fiction story · about 165 words

Read the story. Then answer each question. Circle the best answer or write your answer on the lines.

🚌 The Bus Driver's Birthday
Mr. Henry had driven bus number 12 for twenty years. Every morning he greeted each kid by name.

He knew who liked to sit up front and who needed a reminder to tie their shoes. When it rained, he
waited an extra minute for kids running late.

One day, Aiden overheard the principal say that Friday was Mr. Henry's birthday. Aiden had an idea.
He whispered it to everyone on the bus, one seat at a time. The plan had to stay a secret.

On Thursday, the kids made cards in art class. On Friday morning, as Mr. Henry opened the doors at
the first stop, a dozen voices shouted, "Happy birthday, Mr. Henry!" Kids held up cards and a banner
that said "Best Bus Driver Ever." At every stop, more kids climbed on with cards. By the time they
reached school, Mr. Henry's dashboard was covered. He wiped his eyes and laughed. "Twenty years,"
he said, "and this is my best ride yet."

1 Main idea: What is the story mostly about?
A. a principal plans a party B. kids surprise their bus driver on his birthday
C. a boy learns to drive D. a bus breaks down in the rain

2 Detail: How long had Mr. Henry driven the bus?
A. twenty years B. one week C. two years D. ten years

3 Detail: What did Mr. Henry do when it rained?
A. drove faster B. stayed home C. gave out umbrellas
D. waited an extra minute for kids running late

4 Detail: How did Aiden share his plan?
A. He wrote it on the board. B. He called each kid. C. He told the principal.
D. He whispered it to everyone, one seat at a time.

5 Inference: Why did Mr. Henry wipe his eyes?
A. He was touched and happy. B. He had dust in his eyes.
C. He was sad about his age. D. He was sleepy.

6 Character: Give one reason the kids liked Mr. Henry.
He greeted them by name and waited for them in the rain.

Free printable from doodlebeez.com by ABIEdu Kids. Practice online with Luna: doodlebeez.com/play/english/
Common Core RL.3.1, RL.3.2, RL.3.3


