
🐝 DoodleBeez Worksheets Grade 3 Reading

Name: Date: Score:    / 6

The Broken Telescope: Comprehension
Fiction story · about 140 words

Read the story. Then answer each question. Circle the best answer or write your answer on the lines.

🔭 The Broken Telescope
Every clear night, Felix and his grandfather looked at the stars through an old brass

telescope. Grandpa knew the names of all the constellations. He showed Felix the Big Dipper
and Orion's belt.

One evening, Felix carried the telescope outside by himself to surprise Grandpa. He tripped
on the porch step. The telescope hit the ground, and the lens cracked. Felix's stomach dropped.
He hid the telescope in the garage and said nothing.

For two days, Felix felt awful. He could not sleep. Finally, he told Grandpa the truth. Grandpa
was quiet for a moment. Then he put his hand on Felix's shoulder. "Telling me took courage," he
said. "A lens can be fixed. Trust is harder to fix." The next Saturday, they took the telescope to a
repair shop together. By the next clear night, they were stargazing again.

1 Main idea: What is the story mostly about?
A. a boy buys a new telescope B. a boy learns that telling the truth is important
C. a grandfather teaches science at school

2 Detail: What did Grandpa show Felix?
A. a comet B. the Big Dipper and Orion's belt C. the moon's craters

3 Sequence: What happened right after Felix tripped?
A. Felix found a star. B. The lens cracked. C. Grandpa yelled.

4 Character: Why could Felix not sleep for two days?
A. It was too noisy outside. B. He felt guilty about hiding the telescope.
C. He was sick.

5 Vocabulary: In the story, courage means...
A. being in a hurry B. being brave enough to do something hard C. being very smart

6 Inference: What did Grandpa mean when he said, "Trust is harder to fix"?
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ANSWER KEY

The Broken Telescope: Comprehension (answers)
Fiction story · about 140 words

Read the story. Then answer each question. Circle the best answer or write your answer on the lines.

🔭 The Broken Telescope
Every clear night, Felix and his grandfather looked at the stars through an old brass

telescope. Grandpa knew the names of all the constellations. He showed Felix the Big Dipper
and Orion's belt.

One evening, Felix carried the telescope outside by himself to surprise Grandpa. He tripped
on the porch step. The telescope hit the ground, and the lens cracked. Felix's stomach dropped.
He hid the telescope in the garage and said nothing.

For two days, Felix felt awful. He could not sleep. Finally, he told Grandpa the truth. Grandpa
was quiet for a moment. Then he put his hand on Felix's shoulder. "Telling me took courage," he
said. "A lens can be fixed. Trust is harder to fix." The next Saturday, they took the telescope to a
repair shop together. By the next clear night, they were stargazing again.

1 Main idea: What is the story mostly about?
A. a boy buys a new telescope B. a boy learns that telling the truth is important
C. a grandfather teaches science at school

2 Detail: What did Grandpa show Felix?
A. a comet B. the Big Dipper and Orion's belt C. the moon's craters

3 Sequence: What happened right after Felix tripped?
A. Felix found a star. B. The lens cracked. C. Grandpa yelled.

4 Character: Why could Felix not sleep for two days?
A. It was too noisy outside. B. He felt guilty about hiding the telescope.
C. He was sick.

5 Vocabulary: In the story, courage means...
A. being in a hurry B. being brave enough to do something hard C. being very smart

6 Inference: What did Grandpa mean when he said, "Trust is harder to fix"?
It is harder to rebuild trust after a lie than to fix a broken object.
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