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Sea Turtles: Reading Comprehension

Nonfiction: Animals - about 140 words

Read the passage. Then answer each question. Circle the best answer or write your answer on the lines.

-
‘® Sea Turtles

Sea turtles have lived in the oceans for millions of years. There are seven kinds of sea turtles.
The biggest is the leatherback, which can weigh more than 1,000 pounds! Unlike land turtles,
sea turtles cannot pull their heads into their shells. They have flippers instead of feet, which
makes them strong swimmers.

A mother sea turtle crawls onto a sandy beach at night to lay her eggs. She digs a hole with
her back flippers, lays about 100 eggs, and covers them with sand. Then she returns to the sea.
About two months later, the baby turtles hatch. They dig out and scurry toward the bright
horizon over the ocean.

Many sea turtles are endangered. Plastic trash and bright lights near beaches can harm

them. People help by cleaning beaches and turning off lights during nesting season.
.

o Main idea: What is this passage mostly about?

A. land turtles in the forest B. why the ocean is salty C. how to build a sandcastle
D. the life of sea turtles and how people can help them

a Detail: How many kinds of sea turtles are there?
A.seven B.ten C.onehundred D.two

€@ Detail: What can sea turtles NOT do?
A. pull their heads into their shells B. lay eggs C. swim D. digin sand

O Sequence: What does the mother turtle do after she lays her eggs?
A. eats them B. carries them to the water C. stays to watch them hatch
D. covers them with sand and returns to the sea

© Vocabulary: Endangered means...
A. very large B. in danger of dying out C. living in the sand D. able to swim fast

e Inference: Why would turning off lights near beaches help baby turtles?
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ANSWER KEY

Sea Turtles: Reading Comprehension (answers)

Nonfiction: Animals - about 140 words

Read the passage. Then answer each question. Circle the best answer or write your answer on the lines.

( ¢® Sea Turtles
Sea turtles have lived in the oceans for millions of years. There are seven kinds of sea turtles.
The biggest is the leatherback, which can weigh more than 1,000 pounds! Unlike land turtles,
sea turtles cannot pull their heads into their shells. They have flippers instead of feet, which
makes them strong swimmers.

A mother sea turtle crawls onto a sandy beach at night to lay her eggs. She digs a hole with
her back flippers, lays about 100 eggs, and covers them with sand. Then she returns to the sea.
About two months later, the baby turtles hatch. They dig out and scurry toward the bright
horizon over the ocean.

Many sea turtles are endangered. Plastic trash and bright lights near beaches can harm
them. People help by cleaning beaches and turning off lights during nesting season.

\.

Q Main idea: What is this passage mostly about?
A. land turtles in the forest B. why the ocean is salty C. how to build a sandcastle
(D. the life of sea turtles and how people can help them)

€@ Detail: How many kinds of sea turtles are there?

B.ten C.one hundred D.two

€@ Detail: What can sea turtles NOT do?
(A. pull their heads into their shells) B.lay eggs C.swim D. digin sand

Q Sequence: What does the mother turtle do after she lays her eggs?
A. eats them B. carries them to the water C. stays to watch them hatch
(D. covers them with sand and returns to the sea)

@ Vocabulary: Endangered means...

A. very large (B. in danger of dying out) C. living in the sand D. able to swim fast

@ Inference: Why would turning off lights near beaches help baby turtles?
Bright lights can confuse them, so they might not head toward the ocean.
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