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Martin Luther King Jr.: Comprehension

Nonfiction: History - about 140 words

Read the passage. Then answer each question. Circle the best answer or write your answer on the lines.

( % Martin Luther King Jr.

Martin Luther King Jr. was born in Atlanta, Georgia, in 1929. When he was growing up, many
laws in the South kept Black people and white people apart. Black children could not go to the
same schools or use the same parks as white children. These unfair laws were called
segregation.

Dr. King became a minister and a leader who fought for equal rights. He believed in
nonviolence, which means working for change without fighting or hurting others. He led
peaceful marches and gave powerful speeches.

In 1963, he gave his famous "l Have a Dream" speech in Washington, D.C. He shared his
dream that one day all people would be judged by their character, not the color of their skin. In
1964, he won the Nobel Peace Prize. Today, Americans honor him with a national holiday each
January.

\.

o Main idea: What is this passage mostly about?
A. the city of Atlanta B. Martin Luther King Jr. and his work for equal rights  C. the history of parks
D. how to give a speech

a Detail: Where was Dr. King born?
A. New York City B. Atlanta, Georgia C. Chicago, lllinois D. Washington, D.C.

e Vocabulary: Segregation means...
A. a holiday B. a peaceful march C. keeping people apart because of their race D. a kind of school

o Vocabulary: Nonviolence means...
A. being very loud B. working for change without fighting or hurting others C. breaking laws on purpose
D. running away

e Detail: What prize did Dr. King win in 1964?
A. a spelling bee B. the Nobel Peace Prize C. an award for sports D. a gold medal

e Detail: When do Americans honor Dr. King with a national holiday?
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ANSWER KEY

Martin Luther King Jr.: Comprehension (answers)

Nonfiction: History - about 140 words

Read the passage. Then answer each question. Circle the best answer or write your answer on the lines.

( % Martin Luther King Jr.

Martin Luther King Jr. was born in Atlanta, Georgia, in 1929. When he was growing up, many
laws in the South kept Black people and white people apart. Black children could not go to the
same schools or use the same parks as white children. These unfair laws were called
segregation.

Dr. King became a minister and a leader who fought for equal rights. He believed in
nonviolence, which means working for change without fighting or hurting others. He led
peaceful marches and gave powerful speeches.

In 1963, he gave his famous "l Have a Dream" speech in Washington, D.C. He shared his
dream that one day all people would be judged by their character, not the color of their skin. In
1964, he won the Nobel Peace Prize. Today, Americans honor him with a national holiday each
January.

° Main idea: What is this passage mostly about?
A. the city of Atlanta (B. Martin Luther King Jr. and his work for equal rights) C. the history of parks
D. how to give a speech

g Detail: Where was Dr. King born?
A. New York City (B. Atlanta, Georgia) C. Chicago, lllinois  D. Washington, D.C.

e Vocabulary: Segregation means...
A. a holiday B. a peaceful march (C. keeping people apart because of their race) D. a kind of school

o Vocabulary: Nonviolence means...

A. being very loud (B. working for change without fighting or hurting others) C. breaking laws on purpose

D. running away

Detail: What prize did Dr. King win in 1964?
A. a spelling bee (B. the Nobel Peace Prize) C. an award for sports  D. a gold medal

Detail: When do Americans honor Dr. King with a national holiday?
each January
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