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Abby's Big Idea: Reading Comprehension

Fiction story - about 150 words

Read the story. Then answer each question. Circle the best answer or write your answer on the lines.

¢ Abby's Big Idea
The playground at Willow Elementary had one big problem. When it rained, a huge puddle
formed under the swings. Nobody could swing for days. The kids grumbled, but no one did

anything about it.

Abby decided to act. She measured the puddle with a tape measure. She took pictures. She
asked the gym teacher, the custodian, and twenty students what they thought. Most of them
said the same thing: the ground needed to be raised.

Abby wrote a letter to the principal. She included her pictures and her survey results. She
suggested putting wood chips under the swings so rain would soak through. The principal was
impressed. "You did your homework," she said with a smile.

A month later, a truck dumped a mountain of wood chips by the playground. Parents and kids

spread them out on a Saturday. The next time it rained, everyone could still swing.
J

o Main idea: What is the story mostly about?
A. a school builds a new gym B. a girl wins a swimming race C. a rainy day at home
D. a girl solves a playground problem

a Detail: What was the problem at the playground?
A. A huge puddle formed under the swings. B. The slide was broken. C. There were no swings.
D. The fence fell down.

e Sequence: What did Abby do before writing the letter?
A. called a news reporter B. bought wood chips C. moved the swings
D. measured the puddle, took pictures, and asked people

o Detail: What did Abby suggest?
A. putting wood chips under the swings B. buying umbrellas C. building a roof D. closing the playground

Character: Which word best describes Abby?
A.silly B. determined C.lazy D. shy

° Inference: What did the principal mean by "You did your homework"?
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ANSWER KEY

Abby's Big Idea: Reading Comprehension (answers)

Fiction story - about 150 words

Read the story. Then answer each question. Circle the best answer or write your answer on the lines.

¢ Abby's Big Idea
The playground at Willow Elementary had one big problem. When it rained, a huge puddle
formed under the swings. Nobody could swing for days. The kids grumbled, but no one did

anything about it.

Abby decided to act. She measured the puddle with a tape measure. She took pictures. She
asked the gym teacher, the custodian, and twenty students what they thought. Most of them
said the same thing: the ground needed to be raised.

Abby wrote a letter to the principal. She included her pictures and her survey results. She
suggested putting wood chips under the swings so rain would soak through. The principal was
impressed. "You did your homework," she said with a smile.

A month later, a truck dumped a mountain of wood chips by the playground. Parents and kids
spread them out on a Saturday. The next time it rained, everyone could still swing.

.

o Main idea: What is the story mostly about?

A. a school builds a new gym B. a girl wins a swimming race C. a rainy day at home
(D. a girl solves a playground problem)

9 Detail: What was the problem at the playground?

(A. A huge puddle formed under the swings.) B. The slide was broken. C. There were no swings.
D. The fence fell down.

a Sequence: What did Abby do before writing the letter?
A. called a news reporter B. bought wood chips C. moved the swings
(D. measured the puddle, took pictures, and asked people)

° Detail: What did Abby suggest?
(A. putting wood chips under the swings ) B. buying umbrellas  C. building a roof
D. closing the playground

e Character: Which word best describes Abby?
A.silly (B.determined) C.lazy D.shy

e Inference: What did the principal mean by "You did your homework"?
Abby had carefully studied the problem and gathered information.
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