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Volcanoes: Reading Comprehension
Nonfiction: Science · about 85 words

Read the passage. Then answer each question. Circle the best answer or write your answer on the lines.

🌋 Volcanoes

A volcano is an opening in Earth's surface. Deep underground, it is so hot that rock
melts. This melted rock is called magma. When magma comes out of a volcano, it is
called lava. Lava can be hotter than 2,000 degrees Fahrenheit!

When lava cools, it turns into hard rock. Over time, layers of cooled lava can build a
mountain. The Hawaiian Islands were made by volcanoes. Some volcanoes are active,
which means they can still erupt. Others have been quiet for thousands of years.

1 Main idea: What is this passage mostly about?
A. the moon B. volcanoes C. rivers

2 Vocabulary: Magma is...
A. a kind of cloud B. cold water C. melted rock underground

3 Detail: What is magma called when it comes out of a volcano?
A. ash B. sand C. lava

4 Detail: What happens when lava cools?
A. It turns into water. B. It turns into hard rock. C. It disappears.

5 Detail: What islands were made by volcanoes?
A. the islands in a lake B. no islands C. the Hawaiian Islands

6 Vocabulary: What does active mean when we talk about a volcano?
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ANSWER KEY

Volcanoes: Reading Comprehension (answers)
Nonfiction: Science · about 85 words

Read the passage. Then answer each question. Circle the best answer or write your answer on the lines.

🌋 Volcanoes

A volcano is an opening in Earth's surface. Deep underground, it is so hot that rock
melts. This melted rock is called magma. When magma comes out of a volcano, it is
called lava. Lava can be hotter than 2,000 degrees Fahrenheit!

When lava cools, it turns into hard rock. Over time, layers of cooled lava can build a
mountain. The Hawaiian Islands were made by volcanoes. Some volcanoes are active,
which means they can still erupt. Others have been quiet for thousands of years.

1 Main idea: What is this passage mostly about?
A. the moon B. volcanoes C. rivers

2 Vocabulary: Magma is...
A. a kind of cloud B. cold water C. melted rock underground

3 Detail: What is magma called when it comes out of a volcano?
A. ash B. sand C. lava

4 Detail: What happens when lava cools?
A. It turns into water. B. It turns into hard rock. C. It disappears.

5 Detail: What islands were made by volcanoes?
A. the islands in a lake B. no islands C. the Hawaiian Islands

6 Vocabulary: What does active mean when we talk about a volcano?
It can still erupt.
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