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The Science Fair: Reading Comprehension
Fiction story · about 100 words

Read the story. Then answer each question. Circle the best answer or write your answer on the lines.

🔬 The Science Fair
For the science fair, Jada wanted to know which paper towel was the strongest. She

tested three brands. She got each towel wet and then put pennies on it, one at a time,
until it tore.

The first towel tore after 12 pennies. The second held 25 pennies. The third held 40!
Jada made a chart to show her results. At the fair, a judge asked how she kept the test
fair. "I used the same amount of water each time," Jada said. She won a blue ribbon.
Her little brother asked if he could help next year.

1 Main idea: What is the story mostly about?
A. Jada tests paper towels for the science fair B. Jada cleans up a spill
C. Jada saves pennies

2 Detail: What did Jada want to find out?
A. how fast water dries B. which penny was oldest
C. which paper towel was strongest

3 Detail: What did she put on the wet towels?
A. pennies B. books C. rocks

4 Detail: How many pennies did the third towel hold?
A. 40 B. 25 C. 12

5 Inference: Why did Jada use the same amount of water each time?
A. to save water B. because she ran out C. to keep the test fair

6 Detail: What did Jada win?
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ANSWER KEY

The Science Fair: Reading Comprehension (answers)
Fiction story · about 100 words

Read the story. Then answer each question. Circle the best answer or write your answer on the lines.

🔬 The Science Fair
For the science fair, Jada wanted to know which paper towel was the strongest. She

tested three brands. She got each towel wet and then put pennies on it, one at a time,
until it tore.

The first towel tore after 12 pennies. The second held 25 pennies. The third held 40!
Jada made a chart to show her results. At the fair, a judge asked how she kept the test
fair. "I used the same amount of water each time," Jada said. She won a blue ribbon.
Her little brother asked if he could help next year.

1 Main idea: What is the story mostly about?
A. Jada tests paper towels for the science fair B. Jada cleans up a spill
C. Jada saves pennies

2 Detail: What did Jada want to find out?
A. how fast water dries B. which penny was oldest
C. which paper towel was strongest

3 Detail: What did she put on the wet towels?
A. pennies B. books C. rocks

4 Detail: How many pennies did the third towel hold?
A. 40 B. 25 C. 12

5 Inference: Why did Jada use the same amount of water each time?
A. to save water B. because she ran out C. to keep the test fair

6 Detail: What did Jada win?
a blue ribbon
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