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The Grand Canyon: Reading Comprehension
Nonfiction: Places · about 90 words

Read the passage. Then answer each question. Circle the best answer or write your answer on the lines.

🏜️ The Grand Canyon
The Grand Canyon is a huge, deep valley in Arizona. It is about 277 miles long. In

some places, it is more than a mile deep! The Colorado River flows along the bottom of
the canyon.

Over millions of years, the river slowly carved away the rock. The walls of the
canyon show many layers of red, orange, and brown rock. Each layer is like a page in a
history book of Earth. Today, millions of people visit Grand Canyon National Park each
year to hike, take pictures, and enjoy the view.

1 Main idea: What is this passage mostly about?
A. how to take pictures B. the Grand Canyon C. the Colorado River only

2 Detail: In which state is the Grand Canyon?
A. Florida B. Arizona C. Maine D. Ohio

3 Detail: What river flows at the bottom?
A. the Hudson River B. the Mississippi River C. the Colorado River

4 Detail: What carved the canyon?
A. wind in one day B. the river, over millions of years C. people with shovels

5 Vocabulary: In the passage, layers are...
A. tall trees B. big rivers C. flat parts stacked on top of each other

6 Detail: How long is the Grand Canyon?
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ANSWER KEY

The Grand Canyon: Reading Comprehension (answers)
Nonfiction: Places · about 90 words

Read the passage. Then answer each question. Circle the best answer or write your answer on the lines.

🏜️ The Grand Canyon
The Grand Canyon is a huge, deep valley in Arizona. It is about 277 miles long. In

some places, it is more than a mile deep! The Colorado River flows along the bottom of
the canyon.

Over millions of years, the river slowly carved away the rock. The walls of the
canyon show many layers of red, orange, and brown rock. Each layer is like a page in a
history book of Earth. Today, millions of people visit Grand Canyon National Park each
year to hike, take pictures, and enjoy the view.

1 Main idea: What is this passage mostly about?
A. how to take pictures B. the Grand Canyon C. the Colorado River only

2 Detail: In which state is the Grand Canyon?
A. Florida B. Arizona C. Maine D. Ohio

3 Detail: What river flows at the bottom?
A. the Hudson River B. the Mississippi River C. the Colorado River

4 Detail: What carved the canyon?
A. wind in one day B. the river, over millions of years C. people with shovels

5 Vocabulary: In the passage, layers are...
A. tall trees B. big rivers C. flat parts stacked on top of each other

6 Detail: How long is the Grand Canyon?
about 277 miles
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