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Polar Bears: Reading Comprehension

Nonfiction: Animals - about 95 words

Read the passage. Then answer each question. Circle the best answer or write your answer on the lines.

p
=’ Polar Bears

Polar bears live in the Arctic, near the North Pole. It is one of the coldest places on
Earth. A thick layer of fat and two layers of fur keep polar bears warm. Their fur looks
white, which helps them blend in with the snow and ice.

Polar bears are excellent swimmers. They use their big front paws like paddles. They
hunt seals on the sea ice. Mother polar bears dig dens in the snow, where their tiny
cubs are born in winter. The cubs stay with their mother for about two years.

0 Main idea: What is this passage mostly about?
A. polar bears B. seals C. penguins

€@ Detail: Where do polar bears live?
A. in the Arctic near the North Pole B. in the rain forest C. in the desert

Q Detail: What keeps polar bears warm?
A. fat and two layers of fur B.acoat C.fire

@ Inference: Why is white fur helpful?
A. It helps them blend in with the snow. B. It keeps them cool. C. It helps them swim.

@ Detail: What do polar bears hunt?
A.seals B.bees C. fruit

0 Detail: How long do cubs stay with their mother?
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ANSWER KEY

Polar Bears: Reading Comprehension (answers)

Nonfiction: Animals - about 95 words

Read the passage. Then answer each question. Circle the best answer or write your answer on the lines.

4 N\
=’ Polar Bears

Polar bears live in the Arctic, near the North Pole. It is one of the coldest places on
Earth. A thick layer of fat and two layers of fur keep polar bears warm. Their fur looks
white, which helps them blend in with the snow and ice.

Polar bears are excellent swimmers. They use their big front paws like paddles. They
hunt seals on the sea ice. Mother polar bears dig dens in the snow, where their tiny
cubs are born in winter. The cubs stay with their mother for about two years.

Q Main idea: What is this passage mostly about?
(A. polar bears) B. seals C. penguins

a Detail: Where do polar bears live?
(A.in the Arctic near the North Pole) B. in the rain forest C. in the desert

e Detail: What keeps polar bears warm?
(A. fat and two layers of fur) B. acoat C. fire

O Inference: Why is white fur helpful?
(A. It helps them blend in with the snow.) B. It keeps them cool. C. It helps them swim.

e Detail: What do polar bears hunt?

B. bees C. fruit

e Detail: How long do cubs stay with their mother?
about two years
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