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Octopuses: Reading Comprehension
Nonfiction: Animals · about 85 words

Read the passage. Then answer each question. Circle the best answer or write your answer on the lines.

🐙 Octopuses

An octopus is an ocean animal with eight arms. Each arm has suckers that help it
grab food and hold on to rocks. An octopus has no bones, so it can squeeze into tiny
spaces. Octopuses are smart. Some can open jars and solve puzzles!

An octopus can change its color to hide from enemies. If an enemy gets too close, it
can squirt dark ink and swim away fast. Octopuses eat crabs, clams, and fish. Most
octopuses live alone in dens on the ocean floor.

1 Main idea: What is this passage mostly about?
A. octopuses and how they live B. how to catch fish C. sharks in the ocean

2 Detail: How many arms does an octopus have?
A. eight B. ten C. six

3 Detail: Why can an octopus squeeze into tiny spaces?
A. It has no bones. B. It is very small. C. It has suckers.

4 Detail: What does an octopus squirt when an enemy is close?
A. sand B. hot water C. dark ink

5 Inference: Why does an octopus change color?
A. to hide from enemies B. to stay warm C. to look pretty

6 Detail: Name two things octopuses eat.
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ANSWER KEY

Octopuses: Reading Comprehension (answers)
Nonfiction: Animals · about 85 words

Read the passage. Then answer each question. Circle the best answer or write your answer on the lines.

🐙 Octopuses

An octopus is an ocean animal with eight arms. Each arm has suckers that help it
grab food and hold on to rocks. An octopus has no bones, so it can squeeze into tiny
spaces. Octopuses are smart. Some can open jars and solve puzzles!

An octopus can change its color to hide from enemies. If an enemy gets too close, it
can squirt dark ink and swim away fast. Octopuses eat crabs, clams, and fish. Most
octopuses live alone in dens on the ocean floor.

1 Main idea: What is this passage mostly about?
A. octopuses and how they live B. how to catch fish C. sharks in the ocean

2 Detail: How many arms does an octopus have?
A. eight B. ten C. six

3 Detail: Why can an octopus squeeze into tiny spaces?
A. It has no bones. B. It is very small. C. It has suckers.

4 Detail: What does an octopus squirt when an enemy is close?
A. sand B. hot water C. dark ink

5 Inference: Why does an octopus change color?
A. to hide from enemies B. to stay warm C. to look pretty

6 Detail: Name two things octopuses eat.
crabs, clams, or fish
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