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Rainbows: Reading Comprehension
Nonfiction: Science · about 45 words

Read the story. Then answer the questions. Circle the best answer or write it on the line.

🌈 Rainbows
You might see a rainbow after rain. A rainbow forms when sunlight shines
through drops of water. The water splits the light into colors. A rainbow has
red, orange, yellow, green, blue, indigo, and violet. To see one, stand with
the sun behind you.

1 Main idea: What is this mostly about?
A. clouds B. rainbows C. thunder

2 Detail: When might you see a rainbow?
A. at midnight B. after rain C. in a cave

3 Detail: What shines through the drops of water?
A. moonlight B. a lamp C. sunlight

4 Detail: What is the first color named?
A. blue B. red C. violet

5 Detail: Where should the sun be to see a rainbow?
A. under you B. behind you C. in front of you

6 Vocabulary: What does splits mean in this passage?
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ANSWER KEY

Rainbows: Reading Comprehension (answers)
Nonfiction: Science · about 45 words

Read the story. Then answer the questions. Circle the best answer or write it on the line.

🌈 Rainbows
You might see a rainbow after rain. A rainbow forms when sunlight shines
through drops of water. The water splits the light into colors. A rainbow has
red, orange, yellow, green, blue, indigo, and violet. To see one, stand with
the sun behind you.

1 Main idea: What is this mostly about?
A. clouds B. rainbows C. thunder

2 Detail: When might you see a rainbow?
A. at midnight B. after rain C. in a cave

3 Detail: What shines through the drops of water?
A. moonlight B. a lamp C. sunlight

4 Detail: What is the first color named?
A. blue B. red C. violet

5 Detail: Where should the sun be to see a rainbow?
A. under you B. behind you C. in front of you

6 Vocabulary: What does splits mean in this passage?
breaks into parts
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