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Name: Date: Score: /8

Ellipsis and Parentheses: Learn and Practice

Show pauses, cuts and side notes

Read each question. Circle the best answer.

¢ Ellipsis and Parentheses

¢ An ellipsis is three dots in a row. It shows words left out of a quotation or a pause in speech.
e Parentheses are a pair of curved marks that hold extra information.

¢ The sentence should still make sense if you remove what is inside the parentheses.

e The trail (about four kilometers long) ends at a lake.

Which mark comes as a pair, with an opening and a o How many marks make up a set of parentheses?

closing mark? A.two B.four C.three D.one
A. a semicolon B. parentheses C. acolon

D. an ellipsis
e Which mark shows that words were left out of a o A writer quotes: The forest was quiet, dark and very
quotation? cold. She wants to leave out dark and. Which mark
A. an apostrophe  B. parentheses C. a colon shows the cut?
D. an ellipsis A. parentheses B. asemicolon C. an ellipsis
D. a colon
° In dialogue, what can an ellipsis show? e What does an ellipsis look like?
A. a pause or trailing off  B. a list of items A. two curved marks B. a dot above a comma
C. a new paragraph D. a loud shout C. a short line between words  D. three dots in a row
o What do parentheses hold? ° Which information best belongs in parentheses?
A. a question for the reader  B. the main verb A. the whole first sentence B. the main subject
C. extra or side information  D. the title of a book C. the main verb  D. a date added as a side note
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ANSWER KEY

Ellipsis and Parentheses: Learn and Practice

(answers)

Show pauses, cuts and side notes

Read each question. Circle the best answer.

Which mark comes as a pair, with an opening and a

closing mark?

A. a semicolon ( B.parentheses ) C. a colon

D. an ellipsis

Which mark shows that words were left out of a
quotation?

A. an apostrophe B. parentheses C. a colon

D. an ellipsis

In dialogue, what can an ellipsis show?

(A. a pause or trailing of'f) B. a list of items

C. anew paragraph D. aloud shout

What do parentheses hold?
A. a question for the reader  B. the main verb
(C. extra or side information ) D. the title of a book

How many marks make up a set of parentheses?

B. four C.three D.one

o A writer quotes: The forest was quiet, dark and very

cold. She wants to leave out dark and. Which mark
shows the cut?

A. parentheses B. a semicolon ( C. an ellipsis

D. a colon

What does an ellipsis look like?

A. two curved marks B. a dot above a comma

C. a short line between words (D. three dots in a row )

Which information best belongs in parentheses?
A. the whole first sentence B. the main subject
C. the main verb ((D. a date added as a side note )
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